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Abstract 

As Folklore is, politically and intellectually, important and because it 

has a peculiar place in the writings of anthropologists and sociologists; 

this study tried to reveal the dominant paradigms that led the 

ethnographic and anthropological researches in Palestine during 20
th
 

century. In so doing, it contextualize the two most important 

Palestinian researches in the field of folklore, Tawfiq Kanaan and 

Sharif Kanaana, in an epistemological, historical genealogy. This 

might help researches in tracing or rereading problematic issues 

relevant to the field.  

This study has drawn the genealogy of three periods, through which 

the study examined it’s hypothesis. The first period extended the 

beginning of the 20
th
 century to al-nakba 1948. The second period 

extended from al-naksa 1967 to the end of the century. While the third 

period represented a rupture in the folklore studies the extended for 

nearly 20 years; from 1948-1967. 

In this genealogy, the study examined the hypotheses stating the 

existence of two paradigms dominating the Palestinian Folkloric 

studies. The paradigm of biblical writings prevailed in the first period. 

Whereas the nationalist paradigm prevailed in second period.  

Theoretically, the study depended on the Kuhnian concept of 

paradigm. Methodologically, it used content analysis methodology for 

analyzing the writings of the two researchers. It also made use of 

interviewing a number of Palestinian  researchers. It concluded that 

Kanaan had been influenced by the biblical paradigm in his 

ethnographic about Palestinians, taken into consideration the social, 



 ح

 

 

personal and intellectual aspect of the researcher. By so doing, the 

study presents a contrasting reading of Kanaan among other 

Palestinian readings. the study then analyzed the reasons behind the 

20 years rupture in folkloric studies. These reasons lay basically in the 

loss of land which had not been distinguished as a national country 

from it’s neighboring Arab countries. From another side, there was no 

interest in the cultural subjects as it was in the political ones and their 

consequences.  

Then, a paradigmic shift took place towards nationalism where a 

linkage was made between the European folkloric movements and 

national liberation movements. Moreover, the Palestinian researchers 

dealt with folklore as an essential element in constructing national 

identities. In this context the study presented an analytical reading of 

Kanaana based on dividing his production into three epistemological 

areas. This has been taken through a broader analysis of Inaash al-

usrah institution and its Al- turath wa al- mojtamaa journal.  

All that came in four chapters; the first chapter dealt with the concept 

of paradigm and its development in Thomas Khun’s works. While the 

second chapter analysis the biblical paradigm and how Kanaan’s work 

had been affected by it highlighting the most prominent social and 

intellectual aspects that ruled his ethnographic life. The third chapter 

examined the lack of interest in folklore in the period between al-

Nakba and al-Naksa through tracing the  transformations that have 

taken place in the Palestinian society. In the fourth chapter, the study 

examined the nationalist paradigm in al- turath wa al mujtamaa 

journal and Sharif Kanaana’s works. 
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